BLOWLAMP NEWS

No 32

February 2000

First many thanks to all who kindly sent Christmas and New Year cards to Gina and me. [ hope you
all had a very enjoyable Christmas and that you saw in the New Year in a way suited to the occasion.
[ wish you all a very happy, healthy and successful New Millennium, whatever the purists say about
next December 31* being the end of the old one. If you really believe that then I suppose it could be
another excuse for a binge without the expense and embarrassment of another “River of Fire”,
“London Eye” and all the other things which did not go according to plan on the night. ~ I've not yet
decided whether I preferred the Sydney or Paris fireworks Isawon T V!

Anyway whatever you did, you certainly, at least most of you, did not rise to the bait to write to me
with copy for this newsletter, but ---

Russell Harrower kindly sent me some information about Lake and Elliot.

His researches show they were a firm with the title “Lake and Elliot Jacks and Equipment Ltd” at the
“Millennium Works” in Braintree, Essex. The business started in 1890 and though they were still in
operation in 1974 there are apparently no records of them after 1980. They made, among other
engineering equipment, both screw and hydraulic jacks. The former were marketed under the
tradename “Midas” and the latter ““ Millennium”

Russell subscribes to the theory, which I feel is probably the correct one, that L & E bought the
lamps in “blank” form and soldered on their “Millennium” plaque. But what was the significance of
the number “11” 7 Further debate would be welcomed.

Aine Aasgaara 0as COME uUp Wil W& uahies of tvio Horwegian blowlamps 2 2dd 2 your lists of
makers. “Standard” made by Hovik Verk of Oslo who were in business from 1900 until 1961 and
who in later years made “Primus” under licence. “Fuhrmeister” made by Egil Fuhrmeister
Metallvarefabrikk Co of Bergen from 1930 to late 1950s.

Brian Grainger reports another of the diamond shaped transfers as in B/N 29 on a Veritas-like

v, pint paraffin lamp with the square section handle. He raises the issue of whether the Primus
inscribed bumer on Andy Feast’s was a replacement. Perhaps we’ll have the opportunity to compare
them at Bletchingly. He also asked if there was an answer to John Byme's query in B/N 22 about
the initials “T & W’ on a British Safety Lamp. On a recent visit to Birmingham [ found that
Turley and Williams were a firm of coppersmiths who were in business from at least 1913 but there
were no records of them after 1956. Presumably like a number of the Birmingham firms involved
they made blowlamps as a sideline, probably flourishing on wartime Government contracts and losing
interest with the advent of L P G appliances. [ was not able to trace any specific patents of theirs nor
any registration of a trade name or mark.

B/N 31 drawings

Spirit blowlamps

a) is from a picture kindly supplied by Eric Fagence and is an Otto Bemnz similar in the bumer
appearance to that of Lee McGuckian featured in B/N 9 but with folding handles.

b) has already been shown, but is slightly different. It is 2 Lenk “Champion” No 30

¢) has not been identified. It was sent to me by Ron Carr from an internet transaction on EBAY . It
looks remarkably like a copy of the Garratt and Fowler type lamps but its fuel tank appears to be
made from sheet copper which has been nicely rolled at the top and bottom seams and appears to be
round rather than oval in section like the G & F lamps The blow tube is of brass with two brackets to
locate it, the lower of which fits to the base of the tank. The wooden handle is well tumed and
decorated and fixed to the tank by a substantial brass ferrule. My feeling is that this was a very well
finished work-shop made lamp but I am certainly open to correction. It was advertised as an early
nineteenth century lamp.
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John Tingle threw some more light on the date of the Garratt and Fowler with an interesting
'photocopy of a Buck and Hickman catalogue of 1889. This “Patent Plumbers’ and Painters’ lamp™ is
described as “Newly invented”. It was said to cost around 3d. per day to run and was apparently
available in three sizes. The size of the lamp illustrated, the plain one without the cut-off device and
with the air entry at the base of the fuel reservoir, was not identified. Many thanks John.

Does anyone else have some pictures of this which might help to sort out the sizes

Update on a drawing in B/N 20

These illustrations I found in a book
called “Spons’ Mechanics Own Book™
dated 1898 in a section devoted to
“Soldering - blowpipes and lamps™

The book was apparently once owned
in 1902 by George Weymarsh, who was
a Plumber’s Mate in the Royal Navy
Recognise the blowpipe? It is identical
with the one [ drew in B/N 20 which
bore incomplete French markings.

So, any more ideas, now we have

some sort of date to work with? -

It is obviously much older than had been thought.

“-... Figs. 157 and 138 represent respectivelv the fixed
and adjustable forms of the patent self-acting soldering
lamps with blowpipes attached ~

B/N 31 Trademarks
No response to the “Always Ready” logo  ['m sending a photograph of the Schaeffer & Beyer
to Ron Carr to include in “The Torch” to see if any of his members can enlighten us. The pump knob
shape and locking device is certainly unique. In mine the control knob is a tumed wooden lever.
No comments so far on the “Dixon No 533”. It is a 2 pint paraffin lamp of the standard shape with
inclined burner. The handle is a flattened tube with the name “Dixon” embossed in it and the filler
cap is hexagonal. It is owned, [ understand, by John Wheeler and the logo drawing was presented by
Tom Bartlett. It is surely one to add to the “marques of blowlamps " list.

B/N 32 Drawings

a) Whatisit ? Patsy O’Neill sent this picture some
time ago but there is no I.D.  Anyone any clues?

b)
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Vera’s Poem Part two :-

She tip-toed to their bedroom
Discarded all her clothes

Squeezed into her masterpiece.
Through her veins excitement flowed

Reflected in the mirror

She beamed with satisfaction
Adjusting “til it was just right -
Her painted gold contraption.

Tucking all the covers
Around her tousled head
Mavis snugly curled inside
Their warm and cosy bed.

[t took a bit of doing

To get settled nice and comfy

With all these lumps and knobbly bits
The bed felt rather bumpy.

Finally the hour had come

“Have you gone completely bonkers™
Our hubby then does shout

“What’s that funny spouty thing

on your tummy sticking out?”

“Do [ see before my eyes

A handle on your back

And what’s that silly cardboard thing
You've strapped there all attached””

Mavis hurt by these remarks
Sobbed loud and through her tears
Told her hubby how she felt
Neglected all these years.

“This was a last resort,

At this [ spent all day

I hoped you’d want to fondle me,

Like those blowlamps. don’t you see””

Hubby's mouth dropped open wide

Her hubby she could hear,
Plodding footsteps one by one,
Her moment now was here.

As Mavis gabbled on
He couldn’t see what he had done
Or where he had gone wrong.

He gave a quiet yawn “I'm fed up with competing

And slippad beneath the cheete With those bloodv old tin cans
A couple of seconds passed on by Why can’t you see the woman in me

When hubby gave a shriek. I need a loving man !!”

“Inside [ have great passion

That you just cannot see.

Make up your mind what you really want
Those BLOW LAMP CANS or me”

Fumbling for the light switch

He jumped and bumped his head
Then gazed in sheer astonishment
At Mavis there in bed.

PRI i ol ol R

So now you know - take heed -
- your blowlamps or your breakfast !

Only a couple or so replies and the nearest

to what happened , though sadly not in rhyme,

was from Michel Duval. Maybe because

he is French he would understand these things

better than we do. Anyway well done Michel -
- a bottle for you at Bletchingly.

One other comment:- from George Youngman
who said his wife -Mavis- sympathised
with Vera’s “Mavis”™ !

A self portrait of “Mavis” by Vera !!

Many thanks for your efforts Vera
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Meetings 2000

The Belgian Meeting, at the same venue as last year- Mouscron - is dated for Saturday March 1ne®
and is due to start at 10 a.m. If you have not already received an invitation direct from Alain Henry
and would like to go please let me know as soon as possible so [ can let them know numbers for
catering and also to give an opportunity to arrange to share transport. The cost is 1000BF or 170FF
= £16-00 approx.  Hotel accommodation is available for Friday night at a cost of :-

Single room with breakfast 234FF= 1400BF

Double room with breakfast 1500BF =250FF
As this will obviously need to be booked well in advance please let me know a.s.a.p. if you wish to
stay overnight '

The first of our two meetings this year will again be at Bletchingly, on Saturday May 13", Keith
Hawkins and Andy Feast kindly researched alternative venues, Keith at Wobum and Andy at a
school at Edenbridge. However, in view of the tight squeeze we had last year both the new places
would have been too small. This year Andy will bring his fish tank stands ( No- neither fish nor ants
eggs will be on the menu !) which together with the Bletchingly tables should give us more display
area. Regrettably, prices have gone up- (what hasn’t ?)- so the charge will be £11-00 instead of
£10-00 as last year. I'll send full details in the next Blowlamp News with the booking forms and the
menus which will include a selection of cold buffet and vegetarian dishes and a hot buffet of chicken
breast in asparagus sauce or lamb and apricot pie- from which you can make your choice. In the
meantime it would be a help if you would let me know if you will be coming.

The Bristol area venture on October 14 is a new one. Based in a school building which has been
taken over by the Parish Council for their offices and as a Community centre it unfortunately does
not have the full catering facilities of Bletchingly. However I'm sure you won't be disappointed with
the menu, details of which I'll send in a future B/N. For the moment though I'd like to have some
idea of who would come and since this is a more expensive hall hiring charge, the more we can get
the less chance there is that I shall be jailed for debt over it. So let’s have a good tumn out here with

to e L lnamn mn mbmees mead Far avehanas
PICTILY O 1dilip3 il Suvry i oot oxcazange.

“QOld lamps for New” !!
John Tingle has some interesting lamps to swap including the following:-
Lamb # 11 torch, # 0 Unique Steel tank, Surmelin ¥z pint, New brass Kovopodnik (Czech)
soldering torch and 1 L petrol lamp, Bladon B49 V4 pint meths lamp.

Address and phone corrections
Willy Mouton phone 00329 3550173
Ted Rawson  phone:- 01724 - 339324

Welcome to new members
Sheila WILLIAMSON Beechtree Bungalow, Royd Moor Lane, Hemsworth ,Pontefract
W Yorks WF9 5LR 01977-610329
Brian SMITH 20 High Lea, Castlecroft, Egremont, Cumbria Ca22 2BU 01946-82069

Subscriptions
Thanks to all who have paid their 2000 subs and a gentle reminder to those who have so far
forgotten. ['ll send a reminder with the next newsletter but regretfully I'll have to stop sending if
subs are not paid after that. If you do not wish to continue to receive Blowlamp News please let me
know
New Year Resolution
“Keep the feed-back coming in for bigger and better Blowlamp News letters™.

Good luck

/ Blowlamp News its design and illustrations are Copyright®
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“BRITINSL

Complete Soldering Outfits

:'BR§TIN§F

T “{| / -populAR
5 SOLOCRING

“ BRITINOL ” “Popular ” Outfit
This outfit contains everything for successful
soldering:—

1 Self-Blowing Spirit Lamp
1 Telescopic Soldering Iron
1 Tin Paste Solder
1 Coil Self-Fluxing Wire Solder
1 Pair Extra Wicks for Lamp
Packed in cardboard box. Price 16s. 3d.

“ BRITINOL ” “ Junior ” Outfit
Same as the *“ Popular” above, but without the
Telescopic Soldering Iron. Price 9s. 6d.

The “ BRITINOL ” Telescopic Soldering Iron
as illustrated above, closed measures 5in. extended
12in. Specially designed to fit over the rests on

“ BRITINOL ” and “ REX " Blow-lamps.
Price 6s. 6d.

“ BRITINOL ” Paste Solder. Finely powdered
tin and lead, combined with a non-acid flux of
great cleaning power. As used by leading radio
and electrical manufacturers. Price per tin ls. 6d.

“ BRITINOL ” Flux-cored Wire Solder. Con-
taining a core of the same non-acid flux.
Price per coil 9d.

Bulk prices on application.
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« BRITINOL ” Cored Solder on cards
6in. lengths 2d. per length.

EASY SOLDERING PRODUCTS
FOR HOME OR FACTORY

BLOW LAMPS

g

“ BRITINOL ” Pocket Spirit Blow Lamp

This Blow-lamp, burning methylated spirit, is
self-acting, easily lit with a match and will give
an intensely hot and clean blow-pipe flame 3-4in.
long. The Lamp cannot leak when carried in the
pocket, and has folding supports to carry a
soldering Iron. Complete in box with instruction
leaflet.
Price (with iron rests) 7s. (without) 6s. 6d.

“REX” Round Spirit Blow Lamp

Same self-blowing action as above, but has three
times the fuel capacity. Ideal for burning paint-
work off indoors and for all soldering jobs.
Complete with instruction leaflet.
Price (with folding soldering iron rests) 7s. 6d.
Price (without rests) 7s.

““Britinol” products are mamufactured only by :

BI-METALS (BRITINOL) LTD,,
ST. MARY'S WORKS,

TEL. TOT. 9413 BRIDGE ROAD, LONDON, N.S.



INSTRUCTIONS FOR USING
“BRITINGL "5 <oree
WIRE SOLDER
Although we recommend the use of the Britinol Telescopic
Soldering Iron or the Britinol Self Blowing Spirit Lamp (both
illustrated below), successful soldering can be done with this flux
cord Wire Solder by means of any form of heat —a hot poker

or nail, gas or candle flame or for small joints a lighted match
or petrol lighter.

First clean the metals to be soldered with a file, knife or
emery paper. This is not jmportant providing the metals are
moderately clean, although a better and stronger joint can be
made when the metals are cleaned bright.

When the metal is warm, feed the Wire Solder gently on
the work, evenly and bit by bit, the non-acid flux which is inside
the Wire Solder flows on the job as it is needed thus ensuring
a perfect soldering joint.

Another method is to place a small piece of the Wire Solder,
( of a size just sufficient for the joint ) on the work and heat as
above until the solder flows.
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DO NOT on any account use any other flux, this is unnecessary
and may easily spoil the work. '
BRITINOL FLUX CORED WIRE SOLDER hasa very
low melting point with easy running qualities. It will solder all
metals except Aluminium or Cast Iron.
BRITINOL FLUX CORED WIRE SOLDER is supplied

in 9d. coils.
Also in Resin and Acid Cored.

F]oPEN 13- _ ———
-

Britinol Telescopic
Soldering Ireon - Britinol Self-Blowing
Pocket Spirit Lamp

BRITINOL EASY SOLDERING PRODUCTS
are manufactured omly by:—

Bi-Metals (riTinoL) Ltd.  ToT. 9413
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