April 1999
Welcome to 1999 and the seventh year of Blowlamp News
Many thanks to all who kindly sent us Christmas and New Year Greetings cards

The general feed-back on Carboot and Antique sales is that lamps are getting more expensive
and scarcer. There are. however, occasional breaks in the clouds but. rather like the people
who used to tell me how good the fishing had been just before | went. the bargains apparently
only happen once. For example | had a phone call asking if [ would be interested in a
Valtock No 3. as the caller (one of our members) had seen two at one Carboot sale. Needless
to say I've heard nothing more - so lightning obviously doesn’t strike twice!

It must be disheartening for newcomers to the hobby who might have been inspired by the
sight of some of our collectors™ displays, but the days of £2 lamps are just a memory. A can of
Brasso now costs more than that. to say nothing of the mandatory white gloves to go with it !!

Fourth Belgian Reunion

Saturday March 13" was yet another memorable day at the Belgian reunion at Mouscron.
The new venue at Maison Picarde was in an old Trade Union Hall and offered greater
accommodation in a beautiful hall whose walls were colourfully tiled with scenes of old
Trade Union activities. Ample table space allowed better displays and more room to view
exchanges, which as usual were the high light of the day. Perhaps the displays of the prized
possessions were not as extensive as in previous years or maybe our eyes had become
accustomed to seeing such sights. However, one of the most impressive lamps was a

Sievert HSL No 3 standing nearly two feet tall and having no less than six coils in its preheat.

The meal we were offered in a neighbouring hotel across the Square was really something
different. A full four course lunch with aperitif, onion soup. salmon, hot ham with vegetables
followed by apple tart and coffee and accompanied ( as Mick Marshall will testify!) by
copious supplies of wine. There is no way we could hope to compete with that. The feeling of
most was that afterwards there was little energy left but to repack our lamps and go home.
Congratulations to Alain Henry for another outstanding success.

Third Blowlamp News General Meeting

Many will have seen the notices I distributed at Mouscron for our third meeting which is to be
held on Saturday May 8",

At that time the venue was undecided but was to be further West and roughly on the border of
Kent and Surrey.

This idea of moving it is to encourage more of our members to come to enjoy a very friendly
meeting and to see first hand not only the largest collection of blowlamps in one place that
they are ever likely to see, but a variety of lamps such as we seldom see in this country. The
real bonus, of course, is the opportunity of exchanges for some of these treasures.

All our continental friends are very keen to come again and are quite reconciled to driving
another hour westwards along the motorway in order to enjoy a further meeting.

Despite Andy Feast’s sterling work with the proprietors of Hever Castle, they would not back
down from including the cost of entry to the Castle gardens in their quote for using their
Pavilion for our meeting. That. with their provision of only a two course meal, without drinks,
1 felt was not acceptable. After all I believe the majority of people attending this meeting will
be there for blowlamps rather than gardens.
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So our meeting will be in Bletchingly Village Hall which is some three miles towards
Redhill off Junction 6 of the M25. This hall, though a little more expensive than Great
Chart. is nearly twice its size and offers much more convenient facilities for catering and
parking. Also. there appears to be a plentiful supply of tables. but it would still be a great help
if you brought your own stands.

For the ladies. Bletchingly itself is a pleasant old village with some historic buildings and
several antique shops, while among other attractions within a mile or two is the historic
working Outwood Windmill. Hever Castle with its beautiful gardens is twelve miles away
and is open in the afternoon

Our planned day is as follows:-

10 a.m. Meet for Coffee and Biscuits
Arrange Blowlamps, look at Blowlamps, admire Blowlamps, talk Blowlamps
compare Blowlamps, swap Blowlamps - it is after all a Blowlamp meeting !
I.p.m. Lunch
Asparagus Soup
Hot or Cold Buffet
Vegetables and Salads
Treacle Tart or Gateau
Wine/Beer/ Fruit Juice
Coffee
22 p.m. More Blowlamps - and a Quiz
4-00. p.m. Tea and Cakes
4.30 p.m. Say goodbye to Blowlamps and each other.

Enclosed is a reply slip which I would appreciate if you would return as soon as possible so
we can get ahead with the arrangements.

Make a note of the date and let me hear from you in good time.

Bring along as many of your best lamps as you can to display, and plenty of lamps to
exchange, and let’s make it a bumper gathering this year

1999 Shows and Rallies
So far notified to the end of July

Keith Hawkins:- May [/3 Whipsnade Zoo (they let him out last year!)
May 29/30 Enfield Pageant of Motoring, June 5/6 Leighton Buzzard Bypass Rally.
June 19/20 Ashby Magna Leics. July 3/4 Chiltern Rally Great Missenden Bucks,
July17/18 Woodcote Nr Reading, July 23/24/25 Welland, Worcs.
July 31/Aug! Cromford Rally Derby,
Taff:- May 1/2/3 Abbey Hill, May 15/16 Castle Combe, May 30/31 Abergavenny,
June 2/3/4/5 Bath and West Show, June 12/13 Parham, June 26/27 Banbury,
July 3/4 Bromyard Gale, July 17/18 Woodcote Nr Reading, July 23/24/25 Netley Marsh
July 31/Aug! Wroughton.
Myself:- July31/Augl Lingtield

Hopetully others will let me have their bookings for August, September and October ready to
publish in the next newsletter. This information can be useful for meetings and exchange or
purchase of lamps - certainly cheaper and more entertaining than using Parcelforce!

Subscriptions
Many thanks to all of you who have renewed your subs for this year. For those who have
forgotten I've enclosed a reminder and another sub form. If you’ve paid in the meantime, my
apologies for troubling you again.
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Govervor:  PETROL SOLDERING IRON.

i —————
Burns Peirol or Benzoline.
IMPROVED TYPE. GUARANTEED EFFICIENT.
WILL BURN I[N ANY POSITION.
i, being speci built

F

illustrated below. It is absolutely efficient for all wireless and household soldering jobs.

than any of its Continental

Soldering [ron Attachment can be removed in a few seconds, quickly converting to a Blow Lamp.

o g o ; b
[nvaluable to Electricians, Tinsmiths, Plumbers, Motorists, Mechanics, ete.

_ SPECIFICATION.

[otal Len v : 15 ins. Capacity of Container 1 pint.

Cross Weight ... 2-lbs. 10 ozs. Length of Container 7 ins.

Weight of Copper Bit 12 ozs. Burning Period | hour
Price i . . 19/6 each.

“LAMB” PETROL SOLDERING IRONS.

B

‘“LamB”’ No. 10.
[llustrated with one bit support cut away to
show flame tube.

Burns Petrol or Benzoline.

itted with adjustable bit, the ** Lams > No. 10 is similar to the well-known ** Lams ** No. 11

SPECIFICATION.
Total Length ... .. 9 ins. Weight of Copper Bit ... 2 ozs.
(with Bit at right angles). Length of Container we D
Gross Weight ... sz e 7 O Burning Period ... ... 20 mins.
Price . 4/6 each.

“LamB”" No. 11.

Burns Petrol or Benzoline.

The very thing for Motoring and Wireless Brazing and Soldering, also for Heating-up Cold Engines.
A Soldering Iron and Blow Torch always ready for immediale use. Invaluable to Motorists,

Mechanics, Householders, Wireless Amateurs, etc.

SPECIFICATION.

Total Length ... 95 ins. Weight of Copper Bit .. 3 ozs.
Gross Weight .. 9 ozs. Length of Container 5Y5 ins
Burning Period—30 minutes.

Price 6/- each.

“LAMB” SOLDERING OUTFITS.

required for the thousand and
one everyday soldering jobs.

in the House, Garage
shop, tt will be
found equally efh Each

Outhr includes a tin
-

cleaning needles, spares and

No. I0L, with a No.

{ amb " Petrol Soldering Iron.
No. L. with a No. b

" Petrol Soldering lron.
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THE

LAMB TORCH & SOLDERING IRON

INSTRUCTIONS -FOR LIGHTING.

Unscrew Filler Cap at bottom of the barrel, and fill with clean
petrolr -Screw. the Filler Cap on tightly.

Unscrew the. Cap on Flame Tube and take out the Shutting Off
Rod: Clean the ‘Burner’ Nipple hole with one. of the Cleaning Needles
supplied for the purpose, access to the Nipple Hole being obtained by
means ‘of the wide slot 'in the Flame Tube.

Warm the neck of the Burner by holding in a gas jet flame for
about 15%r 20 seconds, or with a lighted taper fo¥ about 25 seconds.
If the Torch lights with a long white flame, vapourisatior~is not yet
‘quite perfect, and a few seconds further warming of the Burner may
be-applied until a blue flame is.obtained.

Adjust the Soldering Bit to one inch from the end of the Flame
Tubc and tighten set Screw. When the Soldering Bit is sufficiently
hot, ‘slide ‘it out until two inches from end of flame tube where it
retains sufficient heat for its work.

" When the Hame:;s required for brazing either remove Soldering
Bit or swing the Soldenng Bit clear of the Flame and tighten Thumb
Screw.

To extinguish, b]'ow out the flame, insert Shutting Off Rod in
Flame Tube-and screw down the Cap.

Do not use any other cleaner than the size supplied—if you
enlarge the nipple hole you will spoil this, or any other Torch. Do
not unnecessarily interfere with the other parts.

DO NOT REMOVE WICK.

We warrant the Torch to be successful if these INSTRUCTIONS
ARE FOLLOWED, but not otherwise.

THE LAMB LAMP AND TORCH CO.
GOVERNOR WORKS
BIRMINGHAM, ENGLAND
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Re-cap on B/N 27 drawings
John Tingle’s lamp.
Sheila Cleaver has one and was told it was the starter lamp for a table lamp possibly petrol
but make unknown. Andy Feast also has one but with a glass tank. Still no real identifying
clues but thanks for the initial efforts.
Burners

a) Barthel B MO.14

b) off the small ' pint petrol Monitor 130

¢) Barthel No 61 Soldering torch
Filler caps

a) The % pint Monitor 130 petrol as the burner (b)

b) Barthel B M 0.14 as the burner (a)

Handles

a) Spiral steel faced pump handle off the [ pint paraffin “NEVE™.

A half pint “NEVE™ was on show at Mouscron but apparently no further information
on this or the other Dutch lamp manufacturer “HOSI”. The answer to my question about the
inscription being in English was that it was usual to use English as a universal language
allowing export to other countries. So why not in their native language as well?

b) Plastic handle of Otto Bernz 2 pint with convex sided “bell” tank

Members’ questions and some responses

Willy Mouton has sent me a photograph of a “Roma” which is a typical | pint paratfin

lamp but its handle, which is original, is the same wound spring wire type as on Radius and
Ertkssons. “ROMA™ is stamped into the tank. Any more variations on Frank Love’s products?
No response to Tom Bartlett’s query on the “"ACME” soldering torch but I’'ve included some
pictures of the two “Lamb” torches and the “Governor” torch which complete a quartet of
English soldering torches. Anyone know of any others? | am indebted for the “Lamb” torch
instructions to of all people - Ron Lamb !!

In response to John Wheeler’s “Coleman/Monitor™ cooker. Brian Grainger sent a rubbing, as
shown here, of the name of a | pint paraffin lamp which is a typical, but unmarked. No 26.

It has the perforated handle bearing the name “Monitor” embossed down its length.

RITISH
COLEMAN-VIONITOR

MA DE

John Tingle, as the owner of probably the most significant collection of No 26 lamps. do you
have anything to add to this?

Malcolm Forster has made some discoveries about Wrights of Lymm, and confirms that they
marketed but did not manufacture blowlamps. They were selling a range of Sievert lamps in
the late 1950°s and were apparently agents for Taymax lamps. So far there is no available
history back to the date of the “Bladon™ made “Firefly” which would appear to be late
1920-30 era. Tom Bartlett has one which has the Bladon pump valve which was patented in
1929. Will update you as information becomes available.

Requests
Keith Hawkins is looking for a Primus 701 or 703 or indeed both if available Any offers?

Warning note from Max Rhodes

He tells me was burgled some time ago and lost among, other things, some soldering torches
of which he had made no records. He advises that we should photograph or record details of
our lamps in case this sort of thing becomes more common. Especially this is important in
view of the media attention to our hobby and the high values publicised.
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A few B/N 28 drawings for you to ponder and perhaps send in some information

Pump lock Filler Cap

This Herberg No 96 pocket blowlamp. to add
to your stock of small lamps. was drawn
from the French “Gazette™ but | suspect there
is a burner tube missing.
Anyone able to supply details of this?
For example dimensions?
Address, phone number and post code amendments.
My apologies for the omissions and errors, and thanks for the corrections.
Please amend your own membership lists as follows and let me know of any other errors.

Brian Barnett 01983 - 884319

Bob Bispham 01271 -327921 Post Code EX31 3RH
Tony Bridle 01803 - 858494

Dave Fielder 01494 - 481021

Marc Fowle 01473 -213116

Peter Gold 01934 - 832369

Brian Grainger Post Code BS20 6LB

Keith Hawkins 01525-290122

Willy Mouton 003293550173

Ted Rawson  Substitute “North Lincs™ for “S Humberside™
Dave “Taff” Rees 01873 - 880795

Max Rhodes 01332 -8110566

Val Rymer 0151-336-1742

Herbert Trow 01938 - 554144

Reporting corrections
Further to Sheila’s reports in B/N 26 | am reliably informed by no less a person than the
Lditor of “La Gazette™ that the French Club was not formed in 1901( that was the date of the
act which governed the formation of non profit-making clubs) but in 1992.and that the
centenary commemoration of M Guilbert’s “Maison Express™ company in 2000 is not to be
an open Club meeting but effectively a Trade Exhibition. A misunderstanding - but whose?
(editor’s apologies).

Index

For those who remember the great work of Sylvia Black and Tony Bridle | haven’t forgotten
the index. It’s being computerised and will then be available on request.

Good luck for the coming season and I look forward to meeting a great many of you at
Bletchingly. on Saturday May 8" Don’t forget - and let me have those return slips.
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