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A VIEW FROM A SPOUSE 
 

By Carolyn Rhodes 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
My husband’s hoarded blowlamps for at least three decades now, 

I don’t know how we did it, but we crammed them in somehow. 

But then I got to thinking that the space was getting thin, 

So I filled ‘em up with flowers every time he brought one in. 

 

This didn’t sit that well with him so, just as I had planned, 

They’re now kept in the garage, and out there he can expand. 

We still have one or two of the “better” lamps inside, 

The ones he likes to call the best, his trophies and his pride. 

 

But, as with most collectors, one thing is not enough, 

And very soon he’s on the hunt for lots of other stuff. 

“These aren’t the things that would store well if they were kept outdoors, 

I’ll take a room to keep them in, as these are mine and yours.” 

 

I do not mind his interests in industry and the past, 

These were the days when goods were made to keep and things would last. 

Not like today, the “throw away” society we’re in, 

The older things were made with care, a craftsman had great skill. 

 

So all-in-all I guess I can’t complain too much about him, 

He sees the skill, the time and thought  and beauty in most items. 

If age, patina, rust and wear is good to the beholder, 

Then I’m in luck coz, like the rest, I too am getting older. 
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PAQUELIN 
With contributions from Michel Duval 

 
Claude-André PAQUELIN was born on 30th December 

1836 in Avignon (South of France) and he died on 1st May 1905 in 
Paris. He was a renowned French pharmacist and doctor who lived 
and worked in Paris. Also, he was a great researcher in surgery and 
he was the inventor of the thermocautery in 1875. He also invented 
his "Eolipyle, in two different sizes, both with a curved or vertical 
"chimney" burner, and either with or without a regulator. 
Additionally, his "Eolipyle" could be transformed into a soldering 
iron. Later, there was a more classical blowlamp with the usual 
burner.  

In 1884, Paquelin was granted French patent 176,243 for a 
blowlamp invention that was marketed worldwide. Corresponding 
patents were granted in Germany, Great Britain, Switzerland and 
America. A fuel tank a surrounds an air inlet b across which is 
suspended a (removable) jet orifice d (photo of original French-
made version at right). Vapor from the fuel enters the jet through 
tubes e, and the resulting flame exits through the curved tube h. The 
lamp is stated by lighting spirits in the annular groove n; once lit, 
heat from the flame creates pressure in the space above the fuel, 
forcing vapor into the jet. 
  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The patent illustration differs from the 
Paquelin blowlamps actually 
manufactured, which use a second 
curved tube surrounding the burner 
tube, rather than the cylindrical outer 
cover as shown in the patent. 
In 1890 Claude-André Paquelin was 
awarded French patent 208,047 for a 
control valve, mounted to the side of 
the lamp. The photograph to the right 
shows the actual implementation of 
this “Regulateur” 

 

 

 
 

(Photo: Charles Smith) 

 

 
JET 
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Paquelin was not a manufacturer or an industrialist; he was just a brilliant doctor and 
inventor. The manufacturer of the French Paquelin "Eolipyles" and blowlamps was "GILLET & 
FOREST" in Paris from about 1893 to 1906. Then from 1906 onward, the manufacturer was "G. 
FOREST & Cie" in Paris. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Note the FER À SOUDER at the right in the advertisement, in which accessory parts are 
added above and below the fuel tank to create a self-heated soldering iron. 

Stamped on many of the Paquelin lamps is "Monopole cédé pour l'Angleterre à MM 
Crowden & Garrod de Londres" meaning "Monopoly transferred to Messrs Crowden & Garrod in 
London".  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Both advertisements, French and English, illustrate an early version of the Paquelin lamp with 
holes surrounding the bottom flange.  
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By the late 1880s the design was improved and the holes in the bottom flange were eliminated. 
Short feet on the underside of the lamp allowed the necessary air flow. Many of these later 
Paquelin lamps are stamped “WITH 1896 (or 1897) IMPROVEMENTS”   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Additionally, blowlamp using a more conventional burner was advertised as: 
LAMPE À SOUDER AVEC FLAMME DROITE ET À RÉGULATEUR 
(BLOWLAMP WITH STRAIGHT FLAME AND CONTROL VALVE) 

 
PAQUELIN No.1 LAMP,  

(Shown with outer tube removed.  
Early version with holes in the bottom flange) 

Photo from Charles Smith 

 

 
PAQUELIN No.1 LAMP 

(Early version with holes in the 
bottom flange) 

Photo from Charles Smith 

 

 
PAQUELIN SELF-HEATED 

SOLDERING IRON 
LATER VERSION 
Photo Michel Duval 
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PAQUELIN No.1 LAMP LATER VERSION 

(Without holes in bottom flange) 
Photo from Charles Smith 

 

 

 
PAQUELIN No.1 LAMP LATER VERSION 

(Without holes in bottom flange) 
Photo from Charles Smith 

 

 

 

 
PAQUELIN No.1 LATER VERSION 

“STRAIGHT FLAME” 
Photo Charles Smith 

 

 
PAQUELIN No.2 LATER VERSION 

VERTICAL BURNER 
Photo www.lampeasouder.fr 

 

 
PAQUELIN No.1 LATER VERSION 

(With flame, before cleaning) 
Photo Ted Rawson 

 

 

 
PAQUELIN No.1 LATER VERSION 

(After cleaning) 
Photo Ted Rawson 
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C.GOERG & CO BERLIN  

PAQUELIN PATENT LAMP circa 1891 
Photo Graham Stubbs 

 

C. GEORG & Co. BERLIN 
In 1891, the illustrations below appeared in two scientific newsletters in Berlin. The text refers to 
the firm of C.Goerg & Co. The description is of a “safety” blowlamp based on the patent of Dr. 
Paquelin. Three versions of the lamp are shown, one with a horizontal flame, two with a vertical 
burner. The one shown at right in the illustration attached a vertical burner tube to the Paquelin 
base. It appears that Goerg licensed the Paquelin patent and designed implementations for local 
manufacture.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A shorter lamp was intended to be 
used as a substitute for a laboratory 
Bunsen burner or heater. 
At far right is a small box, with the 
same illustrations of lamps, possibly 
for accessories such a spare jets.  
The outer burner tube of the lamp in 
the photo below is embossed 
“C.GOERG & CO.” on one side and 
“PATENT PAQUELIN” on the other. 
The principle of operation is the 
same as the French Paquelin lamps, 
but the German implementation is 
different in detail. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 
Embossed “C.GOERG & CO” 

 

 
 

 
Embossed “PATENT 

PAQUELIN” 

 
GOERG JET 
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This advertisement by C.GEORG & CO 
refers to prizes awarded at exhibitions in 
the year 1895. This German version of 
the Paquelin Patent blowlamp is thus 
later than that pictured in the 1891 
newsletters. 
 
This later lamp is equipped with a 
control valve, the French “regulateur”. 
Also included in the advertisement is the 
option of a vertical burner tube. 
The advertisement additionally prices a 
larger model capable of burning for two 
hours on one tank of fuel 
 
See the photos below from actual 
examples of this later Goerg Paquelin 
lamp.. 
 
The lamp shown in the photograph 
below left is stamped “EOLIPYLE  Dr. 
PAQUELIN”  A very similar lamp 
recently appeared on eBay with the 
additional marking  “D.R.P.(Deutsches 
Reichs Patent) No.38194”, the German 
patent corresponding to Paquelin’s first 
French patent for a blowlamp. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
C.GOERG & CO BERLIN 

PAQUELIN PATENT LAMP After 1895 

Photo Charles Smith 

 

 

 
C.GOERG & CO BERLIN 

PAQUELIN PATENT LAMP 
German Patent 38194 

(Photo eBay) 

 

 
C.GOERG & CO BERLIN 
ADVERTISEMENT FOR  

PAQUELIN PATENT LAMPS 
After 1895 

 

 

 



 

 

Detach and complete this page to pay subscription by post 
 

The Blowlamp Society 
Subscription RENEWAL for 2018 

PLEASE NOTE THAT SUBSCRIPTIONS BECOME DUE IN JANUARY 
This is to have the funds available to cover the annual costs of the publications 

 
I wish to continue my membership and receive The Blowlamp News publications in 2018 

I make the payment of *£15 = UK     *£25 = Overseas     *(Delete as appropriate) 

Please indicate any details which you do not wish to be published in the annual roster: 

NAME: __________________________________________________________________________ 

ADDRESS:________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

POST CODE: ________________ Telephone: ____________________ Mobile: ________________ 

Email:___________________________________________________________________________ 

PAYMENT METHODS: 

Cash or Cheque made payable to The blowlamp Society and sent to: 

Carolyn Rhodes, 71 Ryecroft Road, Hemington Derbyshire. DE74 2RE 

Direct Debit – Standing Order – BACS to:  Nat West 

Account Name: The Blowlamp Society 

Account Number: 78006147 

Sort Code:  60-20-49 

PayPal   to   blowlampnews@hotmail.com 

Please DO NOT pay by cash, cheque or card directly into the bank 

as the payee cannot be traced 

 

MEMBERS PAYING ONLINE: Please email any change of details to blowlampnews@hotmail.com 

ANY MEMBERS WHO HAVE ALREADY PAID THEIR SUBSCRIPTIONS FOR 2018 PLEASE 

IGNORE THIS REMINDER 

YOUR PAYMENTS HAVE BEEN RECORDED 

Thank you all for your continued support 
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BK Atyeo Hempland House, Chard Street, Thorncombe, Chard, 

Somerset. TA20 4NE 
04160 30594          
07999 553152 

 

Brian Barnett The Ramblers, 28 Station Road, WOOTTEN,  
Isle of Wight. PO33 4RA 

01983 884319        
07814 747132 

Briarbitz@gmail.com 

Tom Bartlett 62 Braybrook Road, BRACKNELL, Berkshire. RG42 2HN 01344 429104  

Alan & Sylvia 
Black 

Gloucestershire   

Trevor Bold 29 Elmbank Avenue, ENGLEFIELD GREEN,  
Surrey. TW20 0TQ 

01784 439371  

KW Bratley Butterwell Farm, Patrick Brompton, BEDALE, North 
Yorkshire. DL8 1LN 

01677 450349  

Stan Callender 15 Bayliss Road, Wargrave, READING,  
Berkshire. RG10 8DR 

01189 402695 SJCallender@aol.com 

Jim Cammack 1 The Granary, High Street, BURES, Suffolk. CO8 5LG 07753 739999                    
07878 227980 

jim@cammack.co.uk 

Ron Carr 6908 April Wind Avenue, Las Vegas, NV 89131-0119, 
USA 

001 702 395 
3114 

ronlv@cox.net 

David Clarke 13A Warrior Square North, SOUTHEND-ON-SEA,  
Essex. SS1 2JN 

01702 468738 toni_clarke@sky.com 

John Clarke Ashgrove, Canberra Crescent, MANBY, Lincs. LN11 8TU 01507 327145  

Paul Clarke 43 Haynes Road, Hornchurch, Essex.  RM11 2HS 07974 947285 bigsurf@sky.com 

Adrian Cornell 38 Berrys Road, UPPER BUCKLEBURY, Berks. RG7 6QN 01635 863789 adr.sil@hotmail.com 

Barry Coxshall 58 Clos Paumelle, Five Oaks, Bagatelle Road, ST 
SAVIORS, Jersey. JE2 7TW 

01534 726446     
07797 720058 

iolacoxshall@yahoo.co.uk 

Piers Daye 60 Silversea Drive, WESTCLIFFE-ON-SEA, Essex. SS0 9XE 07102 479882     
07843 925893 

CAPRI280@btinternet.com 

Michel Duval 12 Rue Gabriel Bertillon, Résidence "Les Sources" Bât D, 
91160 LONGJUMEAU, France 

0033(0)16934 
3509 

michel.duval7@free.fr  

Ray Everett 32 The Crescent, CARTERTON, Oxon.  OX18 3SJ 01993 213030  

Patrice Faye 4 Rue De Brouay, 14740 Putot en Bessin, Basse-
Normandie, France 

 patricefaye@orange.fr 

Clive Finch 
AKA Twizzle 

23 Montgomery Avenue, West Howe, Bournemouth, 
Dorsetshire. BH11 8BL 

07900 062602 www.twizzlycustoms.co.uk 

Malcolm 
Forster 

47 Wizard Country Park, Bradford Lane, Nether Alderley, 
MACCLESFIELD, Cheshire. SK10 4UE 

01625 590085    
07710 507120 

malc192@live.co.uk 

David Frost 97 Salthill Road, CLITHEROE, Lancashire.      BB7 1PE 01200 424703 davidfrost@pendle.me.uk 

Brian Grainger 4 Drakes Way, Portishead, BRISTOL,  
North Somerset. BS20 6LB 

01275 847155 bluegrassgrainger@gmail. 
com 

Knud Hansen Irisvej 5, 4241 Vemmelev, Sjæland 4241, Denmark  kkhansen@vemmelev.net 

Phil Harris 22 Bramley Way, Bewdley, Worcestershire. DY12 2PU 01299 403025 g4spz@aol.com 

Russell 
Harrower 

Breaside, 72 Stowmarket Road, NEEDHAM MARKET, 
Ipswich, Suffolk. IP6 8DX 

01449 720584 ruslor1@btinternet.com 

Keith Hawkins 28A Rectory Close, CARLTON, Bedford.     MK43 7JT 01234 720974  

David Headford Suffolk   

Patrick Jasmin Rue de Wasmes 2, 7390 Quaregnon (wasmuel), Belgium  fc397271@skynet.be 

Andrew Charles 
Johnson 

Highfield Lodge, Ringstead Road, Sedgeford, 
Hunstanton, Norfolk. PE36 5NQ 

01485 579358        
07909 060187 

 

Phil & Jackie 
Johnson 

Homestill, La Grande Route de St Jean, St Helier,  
JERSEY. JE2 3FL 

01534 864130 Jack-the-lamp@hotmail.com 

Ernie Jones 89 Charles Street, Tonypandy,  
RHONDDA CYNON TAFF. CF40 2AW 

01443 436062  

Hendrick Kroon 38 Darlow Drive, Biddenham, BEDFORD.  MK40 4AY 07816 393141 hendrikkroon@btinternet. 
com 

Jean-Yves Le 
Cam 

38 Rue René Cassin, 77400 Saint Thibault des Vignes,  
Île-de-France, FRANCE 

0033(0)16035
2845 

jeanylecam@wanadoo.fr 

Les Lee 7 Gundry Close, DEVIZES, Wiltshire.   SN10 3SH 01380 728126 leslie@spitalcroft.fsnet.co.uk 

Max Lewis The Homestead, Upper Cumberland Walk,  
TUNBRIDGE WELLS. TN2 5EH 

01892 532122     
07790 220546 

max.lewis@btopenworld. com 

Ken Longden San Antone, Wick Lane, Ardleigh, COLCHESTER. CO7 7RG 07786 382910  
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Gregorio Lopez Calle Palmera 23 - Local Izqu, 28029 Madrid, Spain 0034 

913150025 
globen@gmail.com 

Ole Falk Madsen Dybkærvej 16, Naesby Strand, DKK - 4200, Slageise, 
DENMARK 

 jytte_m@hotmail.com 

Nick Major Butters Farm House, Main Road, New Bolingbroke, 
BOSTON, Lincolnshire.  PE22 7LN 

01205 480693 nikmajor@aol.com 

Colin Martin 107 North Denes Road, Gt. Yarmouth, Norfolk. NR30 
4LN 

  

Arthur 
McNamara 

13 Commodore Street McMahons Point, NSW 2060, 
Australia 

0061 (0) 2 995 
7019 

arthurmcnamara@gmail. com 

Tony Morson 2 Herons Park, Dengemarsh Rd., LYDD, Kent. TN29 9JH 07952 352474 ramandmo@yahoo.co.uk 

Gerard Muller 39 Rue Fischart, 68000 COLMAR, France 0033 389 
806603 

isabelle.mulleri@laposte. net 

Malcolm 
Mutimer 

5 Northview Outlook, Moorooka, Brisbane,  
QUEENSLAND 4105, Australia 

0061 (0) 
738486379 

mmutimer@bigpond. net.au 

Dave Nichols 36 Sheep Street, WINSLOW, Bucks. MK18 3HN 01296 715676 davidnichols@btinternet. com 

Norman Penny 6 Douglas Haig Road, SALISBURY, Wiltshire. SP1 3NB 01722 505856     
07514 217348 

 

Bob Prichard 81 Princethorpe Way, Ernesford Grange, 
 Coventry CV3 2HG 

02476 456032         
07944 540564 

bob.prichard@outlook.com 

Ken Pugh 7 Branton Hill Lane, Aldridge, WALSALL,  
West Midlands. WS9 0NR 

01922 452520  

Ted Rawson 5 Sandiacres, Brayton, SELBY, North Yorks. YO8 9HQ 01757 705185 t.rawson2@btinternet.com 

Ellis Rees 1 Court Farm Road, Llantarnam, Cwmbran Torfaen,  
South Wales. NP44 3BY 

01633 482110                       
07523 874164 

ellis.rees@yahoo.co.uk 

Max Rhodes Mathom House, 71 Ryecroft Road, Hemington, 
Derbyshire. DE74 2RE 

01332 814012  
07703 191728 

max.rhodes123@btinternet.co
m 

John Robinson 9 Grantham Road, BLACKPOOL, Lancashire. FY1 2RF 01253 625055 silver0313@hotmail.com 

Valerie Rymer The Old Manse, Parkvale, Hinderton Road, NESTON, 
South Wirral. CH64 9PR 

0151 3361742  

Hilton Shackley 12 Horstone Road, Great Sutton,  
ELLSMERE PORT. CH66 2JW 

0151 3556114  

Anthony J Smith Haven, Hundred Lane, Portmore, LYMINGTON, 
Hampshire. SO41 5RG 

01590 672107 tonyapgof905@Gmail.com 

Colin Smith The Old Railway Station, 31 Station Road, Coltishall, 
NORWICH, Norfolk. NR12 7JG 

01603 737069 Colinsmith737@btinternet.co
m 

Dr Charles Smith 7801 Lake Sherwood Circle, Northport, Alabama 
35473, USA 

(205) 333-
9606 

ccsmith2@charter.net 

David Stennett 9 Davey Court, Warrnambool, VICTORIA 3280, 
Australia 

0061 (0) 
355621559 

stennettd@westvic.com.au 

Graham Stubbs 17715 St Andrews Drive, Poway, CA 92064, USA 001 858 487 
3025 

gstubbs222@aol.com 

Les Taylor 26 Mount Pleasant Road, West Preston, 3072 
Melbourne, AUSTRALIA 

 jantaylor42@optusnet.com.au 

Dave Thomas 5 Heath Avenue, Whitby, SOUTH WIRRAL,  
Cheshire. CH65 6QQ 

0151 3550872  

John Hywel 
Thomas 

Aelbryn, Pontshaen, Llandysul, CEREDIGION,  
West Wales. SA44 4TU 

01545 590499  

John Tingle Prospect House, 47 Wrington Road, CONGRESBURY, 
Bristol. BS49 5AS 

01934 832267        
07518 752282 

zen167846@zen.co.uk 

Herbert Trow Llanfair Road Lodge, WELSPOOL, Powys.    SY21 9AA 01938 554144  

John Vickers South Rise, Shebbear, BEAWORTHY, Devon. EX21 5RR   

Arthur Warhurst 3 Marle Rise, Mossley, Lancashire. OL5 9LJ  ajwarhurst@btinternet. com 

Sonia Waters Northants   

Ray Webb 28 Cae Gorlan Street, West End, ABERCARN,  
Gwent. NP11 4SZ 

01495 244936 denise_wbb@yahoo.co.uk 

Sheila 
Williamson 

Beech Tree Bungalow, Royd Moor Lane, HEMSWORTH, 
Pontefract. WF9 5LR 

01977 610329 dansw77@gmail.com  

 



BLOWLAMP NEWS                                                                         BN 101 DECEMBER 2017 

- 9 - 

 

The second page of the C.GEORG & CO advertisement for Paquelin-Patent lamps, 
describes this self-heated soldering iron. The design differs from that shown in the French 
advertisements, in which a soldering copper and handle were attached to the body of a Paquelin 
blowlamp. It appears that the German company again created a local design based on the 
Paquelin patents. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
C.GOERG & CO BERLIN 

ADVERTISEMENT FOR PAQUELIN PATENT LAMPS 
After 1895 

 

 

 
C.GOERG & CO BERLIN 

PAQUELIN PATENT SELF-HEATED SOLDERING IRON  After 1895 
Photo John Tingle 
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EOLIPYLES PART THREE 
Ash, Bauer, Becker, and Conte 

 

By Charles Smith 
 
NOTE: This is the third article in a series of contributions about three-piece Eolipyles. Beginning 
with this article, the known makers or sellers of Eolipyles will be listed and discussed 
alphabetically. For earlier “background” information, please refer to the last few Society 
Newsletters. 
 

Claudius Ash, London (unmarked) 
No cutout pattern 
 

The only marking on this small Eolipyle is the number “1”, its size, stamped into the front of 
the stand just above the front opening. The stand is about 68 mm in diameter and is about 135 
mm in height. Its stand is made of thin sheet iron with both the alcohol lamp and fuel chamber are 
made of copper (Figs. 1-2).  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Eolipyle is unusual in several aspects. First, the iron stand lacks a cutout pattern 
suggesting that it may be of an early design. Second, the semi-circular fuel chamber is smooth 
and unornamented, unlike the great majority of other Eolipyle tanks. Almost all other fuel 
chambers have a low profile and somewhat flattened upper surface which is “ribbed” or contains 
concentric ridges. Both of these “later” features, a low profile and “ribbed” fuel chamber would, I 
believe, allow for greater internal pressure prior to rupture. 

Although this Eolipyle is unmarked, I believe it shares the same unusual characteristics as 
the “SPIRIT APPARATUS” shown on page 362 in a Claudius Ash & Sons dental tool catalog 
published in London and dated 1886 (Fig. 3).  

The fact that the cover 
page of the catalog states 
“MANUFACTURED, IMPORTED, 
AND SOLD BY” Claudius Ash, this 
Eolipyle may have been 
manufactured by Alfred Breuzin, or 
another early manufacturer, and 
perhaps supplied to Ash (maybe 
others) for sale. I just don’t know. 
For the present, however, its 
identity will be referred to as a 
Claudius Ash Eolipyle. 
 

  

 

Fig.1 Fig.2 

Fig.3 
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Carl Bauer, Munich (unmarked) 
Circle-Hearts Cutout Pattern 
 

This little Eolipyle is known to have only a sheet-iron 
stand with iron handles. The three examples in my collection 
measure 62 mm and 80 mm in diameter by 130 and 150 mm in 
height. Each has a lower alcohol lamp and upper fuel chamber 
made of copper. The cutout pattern on the sides of the stand 
consists of a small central circle only 2 mm in diameter 
surrounded by six equally spaced hearts (Fig. 4). Interestingly, 
the size of the cutout is the same on both the smaller and 
larger Eolipyle. 

When the larger Eolipyle was acquired, it came with a 
small brass filling cup (Figs. 5-6). The cup is about 46 mm in 
internal diameter with an internal height of about 35 mm. Its 
liquid capacity, then, is approximately 58 cm3.  

The approximate volume of the fuel tank, 64 mm in 
diameter by 36 mm in height, is 
about 116 cm3. So the cup holds 
about one-half the capacity of 
the tank, a volume 
recommended by most 
instructions for use. This allows 
for ample space in the tank for 
the vaporized and pressurized 
alcohol which eventually is 
forcefully emitted out the tip of 
the burner tube and out the front 
opening in the stand. As can be 
seen in Figure 6, the cup fits 
snugly atop the lower lamp. And 

when the two are inserted into the base of the stand, the burner tube 
prevents the cup from being separated from the Eolipyle. 

The front “lip” around the base of the alcohol lamp, the area just 
adjacent to the circular brass “pull”, is marked with a doubled imprint of 
“WOLF Z-M” (Fig. 7). The meaning of this mark is unknown, but might 
represent the selling agent of this Eolipyle. Although the Eolipyle is 
otherwise unmarked, catalog records identify this Eolipyle with the 
circle-hearts cutout pattern as having been marketed by Carl Bauer, a 
large tool retailing company located in 
Munich (see Fig. 8, taken from page 
71 in the French Recueil Volume No. 
6).  

Although we cannot be certain 
of its manufacturer, I will use the 
name “Carl Bauer” until we can 
establish its maker. Despite the fact 
that the Bauer publicity is dated 1909, 
the general characteristics of the 
Eolipyle suggest that it was 
manufactured much earlier, perhaps 
as early as the middle to late 1880’s. 
We certainly need additional records.  
 
 

 

  

 

Fig.5 

Fig.6 

Fig.4 

Fig.8 

 

Fig.7 
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Rudolph Becker, Leipzig (unmarked) 
Circle-3 Overlying Circles-6 Underlying Rectangles Cutout Pattern 
 

The Eolipyle shown in Figures 9-11 is certainly one of my more unusual torches. For these 
series of articles, it retains the features of what I define as an Eolipyle: three parts, a lower alcohol 
lamp, an upper fuel chamber, and an intervening stand. It is quite tall, 23.5 cm in height and 8.5 
cm in diameter. The lamp and fuel chamber are made of brass. The stand is quite different in 
being made of heavy, thick steel welded together along the right side of the cylinder. Both the very 
large sheet steel handle and downward-sloping “hood” over the front opening are each also 
welded in place. This is the only Eolipyle in my collection that has its “joints” welded together. All 
others are soldered. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Even more unusual is the downward-sloping burner which is designed to emit its flame at a 
45-degree angle descending out the hood on the front of the stand (Fig. 10). Also note the two 
wicks on the alcohol lamp (Fig. 11), the vertical one to heat the fuel chamber and the inclined wick 
to supply a flame for the alcohol vapors exiting the tip of the burner. I do not know why this 
Eolipyle was designed in this fashion. My guess is that it must be used in its vertical position, 
perhaps resting on a table or bench. In this position, the flame would hit the target object at a 
distance of only about 6 cm from the front opening and only about 5 cm from the base of the 
stand. At this distance, the heat would surely be intense. If the lamp sat on a table or bench, why 
would a user need the flame so close to the base of the lamp? As noted above, I simply do not 
know of its purpose. I might note that a search of Google indicates that there was a Rudolph 
Becker in Leipzig who was a well-known printer and lithographer. I'm wondering if he might have 
had these burners made for his printing business. 

Graham Stubbs has pointed out that the German manufacturer G. Barthel made a small 
blowtorch with a similar downward-inclined burner (Fig. 12; see the bottom of page 022 in the 
French Recueil No. 3). This 
lamp was called the Barthel 
“IRITA” and was advertised as 
being specially designed for 
lithographers.  

It seems likely, then, 
that the Becker lamps may 
have been made for use in the 
art of lithographic printing. Of 
course, we need catalog 
verification. 

 
 

  

 

 

Fig.9 Fig.10 

Fig.11 

Fig.12 
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I know of no catalog sheets or other literature illustrating or describing the Becker 
Eolipyles. Their identification is based on an example in the collection of the Blowlamp Society 
member Gérard Muller. Gérard has not only one, but actually two of these Eolipyles. One, shown 
on the right side of Figure 13, is identical to that shown in Figures 9-11. His second example, 
shown on the left side of Figure 13, differs in having the lamp and fuel container either nickel- or 
chrome plated, in being riveted rather than welded, and in having a wooden handle. It is this 
Eolipyle that also has a brass label riveted to the front of the stand. The label reads “RUDOLPH 
BECKER’ and “Leipzig” (Fig. 14). I do not know if Becker was the manufacturer or a retailer, a 
seller, of this Eolipyle, or maybe neither. Its identification as a Rudolph Becker Eolipyle is sufficient 
until more information is discovered. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

E. CONTE 
Circle-Rectangle-Circle Cutout Pattern 
 

This Eolipyle is made almost entirely of copper (Figs. 15-16). The wick holder on top of the 
alcohol lamp, the burner tube, and the filler plug/pressure release mechanism are made of brass, 
while the loop handles and handle bracket on the rear of the stand, are made of iron. The lamp is 
17 cm in total height and the stand is 8.5 cm in diameter. The cutout pattern (Fig. 15) consists of a 
central small circle with short and rounded rectangles North-South and East-West of the center, 
with small circles between each pair of rectangles. The entire design is relatively small, measuring 
only 32 mm in maximum dimension. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The burner appears to me to be of an early design. First, the top of the fuel container is 
semi-circular, smooth, and lacks the concentric ridges seen on most other fuel tanks. The ridges, 
perhaps a later stage in the evolution of these torches, give added strength to the tank helping to 
prevent damage from the internal pressure during operation. Second, the filler plug is “winged” and 

 

 

 

 

Fig.16 

Fig.15 

Fig.14 

Fig.13 
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rests inside a cup which aids in adding alcohol to the tank. This is a unique feature not seen on 
other Eolipyles. Third, rather than being soldered, the sheet-iron support for the two handles is 
attached to the back of the stand by two large copper brads. Fourth, the iron handles are covered 
with leather which has been stitched together along their outer periphery (Fig. 17). I have never 
seen this type of insulation that, I’m sure, kept the handles much cooler during operation. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Stamped into the upper left front part of the stand are the letters “E. CONTE” (Fig. 18).  
I have no publicity about this Eolipyle, nothing at all. I do not believe this is the name of some 
previous owner. Rather, because of the overall “quality” of the marking, as well as its location on 
the stand, I believe this is the name of its manufacturer or its retailer. Hopefully we may one day 
find the answer through additional research. 

These notes have benefitted greatly from the advice and assistance of Michel Duval. My 
sincere thanks are extended to him and to our Editor for preparing this for publication. Your 
comments about these or other Eolipyles are welcome. Please contact me at 
ccsmith2@charter.net 
 

 

MUSEUMS 
Carolyn and Max Rhodes visited two museums with displays of old engines and starting 

blowlamps. 
OAKHAM TREASURES is one of the largest privately owned museums of retail and 

farming history in the UK. The Tractor and Engine display has 150 old tractors and many oil and 
gas fired engines. This Hornsby starting lamp was mounted on one of the engines. The lamp is 
unusual for having no cast iron legs as part of the tank. 
 
 

Oakham Treasures, Oakham 
Farm, Portbury Lane, 
Portbury, Bristol BS20 7SP| 
TEL:01275375236  

 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 Fig.17 Fig.18 
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The INTERNAL FIRE MUSEUM OF POWER is 
a museum of internal combustion engines in 
West Wales. The museum's collection is mostly 
of larger stationary diesel engines, as used for 
generating sets and pumping stations. Many of 
the engines are shown in operation.  
 

 
Internal Fire Museum of Power 
Castell Pridd 
Tanygroes 
Ceredigion 
Wales 
SA43 2JS 
01239 811212 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The chap at right is cheating, using propane 
rather than a real starting lamp! 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 

 
SIEVERT STARTING LAMP ON A  
CROSSLEY VERTICAL ENGINE 

 



BLOWLAMP NEWS                                                                         BN 101 DECEMBER 2017 

- 16 - 

 

MERRY CHRISTMAS! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

WANTED  
 

Charles Smith is interested in purchasing old three-piece Eolipyles similar to those shown in the 
article this issue. Please send a photo(s) and a note about its condition with your asking price to 
Charles at ccsmith2@charter.net. Thank you!  
 

 

SUBSCRIPTIONS 
 

Annual subscriptions are: For UK members 15 UK pounds, for International members 25 pounds.  

You may pay by PayPal to Blowlampnews@hotmail.com      Payments may also be made by post 

to: Carolyn Rhodes, Mathom House, 71 Ryecroft Road, Hemington, Derbys. DE74 2RE England.  

 

 

INDEX to ISSUES 1- 100  (August 1992 – September 2017) 
 

A cross-referenced index to BLOWLAMP NEWS is available from Keith Hawkins on request, with 
a contribution to cover the costs of printing and postage. (Also at www.blowlampsociety.com) 

 

 
BLOWLAMP NEWS is published in March, June, September and December. Any items for 

inclusion should be with the editors at least four weeks before the issue date. 
 

EDITORIAL CONTACTS: 
Keith Hawkins, 28A Rectory Close, Carlton, Bedford, MK43 7JY          Tel. 01234 720974 
Graham Stubbs, 17715 St. Andrews Drive, Poway, CA 92064, USA       gstubbs222@aol.com  
 

Thanks go to, Michel Duval, Ted Rawson, Ron Carr, Carolyn Rhodes, Charles Smith and John 
Tingle for contributions to this issue. 
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WARNING:  
DO NOT ATTEMPT  

THIS AT HOME  
(Photo from Michel Duval) 

 
FROM THE ARCHIVES:  

CHRISTMAS CARD BY BLOWLAMP 
SOCIETY FOUNDER LES ADAMS 

(File from Ron Carr) 
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